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uan Llamas is considered an Institution in Spain
in the horse world. He has not only wnl:l:en s
books and been the pnnmple teacher of Spain's
]uclges toclay but he is parhcularly noted {P l'lavm
launched the competitions for the Spamsh horse.

""‘in..
”‘ Until 1979 there was only one show a year in the

whole country. That took place in Jerez. In 1980
Juan organized the first show in Seville which was
the first Sicab ( Salon Internacional del Ca]:allo). The
{oﬂowing year he organized the first show in Madrid.
That started the movement. To(lay there are more
than 200 horse shows a year dedicated exu]usively to
the Purebred Spanis]:t Horse.

Juan's international ]uclgmg career started in 1984

' when he ]udgecl the championships in Seville and
N - ]ullgecl in Costa Rica.

In 1985 Juan organized the first classes about the
conformation an Ilistory of the Spanisl‘.t horse. Tlley
were held at the breeding farm of the Marques de

Salvaﬁerra and Francico Olivera.

Juan fixst started investigating the history of the Spanish horse interviewing many peo, le hoping that the
oral tradition would give ﬁ e mfm:m:iion he WaI; lozlzmg E:)r He found m?o]:l {laI;]e ]faen 101;1: ue to the
civil war and the isolationism under Pranco. From there he went to the libraries and every afternoon for a
eriod of 3 years ( 1982-84) he poured through all the books he could get his hands on. Most started from
the 15th
e century.

Juan was born in Melilla Spaniah Morroco which is the other side of the Mediterranean in 1932, He started
ndmg at 8 years old studying with Don Jose Reche who had been the horse training for the Ringling Brothers
cirous for over 17 years. At 12 he won first prize in jumping on a horse called Sobaco who later claimed
international fame.

After high school he went to college getting his law degree in Zaragoza in 1955. He continued his training
and became a ]uclge After gtaduahng he returned to Melilla for 3 years where he was a ]u&ge in the courts
there. Resﬂess he returned to Zamgoza where he ran a law prachue b day and attended school at mg]:t to
T was ]aumng ]:lorses for the Cria
ﬂl;i'a.“ over Spain and Eur:ope ]:mymg

become a leg&l advisor for the Military. Part of his job once in the Milit
Caballar. Six months of every year was spent as a f:uyer where he travele
horses and donl;:eys for the M.i;t&tyn The lasted for over 14 years.

He was also instrumental in reviving Doma Vaquera which has
become a popula_t gport here in Spain. He became director of the
military club La Dehesa. He developed it to be the largest riding
club in Europe. The Dehesa produced many fine riders, many
which went on to the Spanish Olympic team.

It was always fun to talk to Juan as he is like a walking encyclo-
pedia on the horse. If you ask a training question, he has the
solution, if you ask a nutritional question he also has the
solution, a rid.ing pro])lem, he has the solution. It is rare to know
someone so well informed in every aspect of the horse, Spanis}l
or not!!

He also had a list of superstitions for the horseman or bull-
fig]:tter. Yellow is out. W]Jy because it was the color used hy the
French executioner. Bullfighters today avoid yellow with a
passion. Wine must be poured with the wrist facing down. Why
_because the poison ring was real at one time in ]:listory. Salt
cannot be llanded; hand to hand it must always be put down
before the next person takes it. What does this mean-a colorful
individual that I assure you wasn't boring!!

After his retirement, Juan enjoyed spending time traveling all
over the world judgi.ug horse shows and training people to judge
and understand the Spanish horse. He was one of the 12 people _
selected to classify the Spanish horse for the Cria Caballar on a 3 ' —icanin
world wide basis. He passed away in April 2018 and is remem- (7/.(;%2” i @W:
bered by the many thousands of PRE aficionados worldwide that =
he educated, influenced and inspired.
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One of Sr Llamas last A ’3‘1 :
projects, a film entitled
‘HORSE OF KINGS,
Thief of Hearts” won the
2015 Equus International



