..and other interesting characters

"The (Andalusian) horses have a wonderful active walk, high
trof, and admirable canter and an exce ﬁana/{y fast racing
ja//op, In general, fﬁej are not very big, but there are nowhere
better bred horses. 9 have 5earﬂxlraonfinmy tales of their
coun}qe. The best horses are bred in Andalusia and e;pecia//y the
roya Cordoba stud."

~ 7acque de Solleysel
Master of the 7?Zme to Louix X9V, circa 1664

“...9t is the noblest horse in the world, the most beautiful that can
be. He is of great spirit & of great courage and docile; hath the
/)raw{esl lraf9 & the best action in his lraf,y the loftiest gallop, and
is the lovingest and jenlﬁy{ horse, and fittest of all /qu 4 5@ in
his /aj ofz'iumpﬁ.

~ William Cavendish, The Duke of Newcastle, 1667

"All authors have always shown a preference /or the Spani:ﬁ

horse, comit/erinj it the 'Zexl of all horses for high school dressage,

due to its qgi/i  is resilience and its rﬁ_yt‘ﬁm. %{ is comizﬁretf? e

most adequate o show off, because of its bravery, distinction, and
noble character."

~ Francois Robichon de la Gueriniere,
Equerry lo the King of France, circa (773

In 1188 the chronicler Giraldus Cambrensis noted in Powys:
"Most excellent studs put apart for breeding, and deriving their

origin from some fine S/mni:ﬁ horses, which Robert de Belesme,
earl of Shrewsbury, 6ra(gﬁ{ into this country: on which account
the horses sent from hence are rcmar(aél': far their mfajesb'c
profortion and aylanixﬁinj fleetness."

~ The Itinerary of Archbishop Baldwin
lﬁrmgﬁ Wales: Book 99, Cﬁa/;{er X99

"... This most noble beast is the most beautiful,the swiftest and of
the 6{95&:! courage of domestic animals. His /onj mane and tail
adorn and 6eaub’; him. He is of a fiery temperament, but good
tempered, oéu/fen‘z docile and well- mannered.”

~ Pedro Garcia Conde, 1685

" He did not feel the 3roun/ under his feet... he thrust himself into
the ca/)rio/e, rose 6{95 in the air... forelegs and 6in/kj:
horizontal. He soared above the jroum/, 5?: head 51‘56 n
jaéi/ah’on. Congquering!”

~ Felix Salten, Austrian writer, 1869 author of Bambi

“Only ask, and he will weave a spell to light the dark recesses of your being,

spinning around you a web of sweet delights.

He will be your children's playmate; a child himself, he'll do no harm.

He'll pardon like no other your omissions, errors, thoughtless handling.

His back, a throne of feathers, will bear you smoothly at the trot and gallop.

He'll go where others dare not. He'll stand firm where others flee in terror.

You'll discover that the pirouette is easy, that a rein back can go on forever,

that you need not be a great rider to perform airs above the ground.

At the spur's light touch he'll take flight with the wind,
bearing vou safely through the air laden with long forgotten fragrance.

With him, the distant mountains will be clearer, brighter the light of the stars,
the trilling of the nightingale more joyful, sweeter the gurgling of the streams.

And at last you'll understand why he was e'er the chosen one of kings.’

~ Juan Llamas on the Spanish horse, the Andalusian



